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Thematic Collections > why?

Moses with the tablets of Law and History (detail) 

Rijksmuseum. Public Domain.

● Create engaging, collaborative and 

interactive platforms, offering

a) a superior user experience

b) higher value to content providers

● Increase audience by aligning collection 

themes with existing communities of 

interest

● Show that Europeana is not just 

another search engine >  impossible 

value proposition (Google!)

Europeana Collections
CC BY-SA



The way to go
● Inspire discovery through stimulating content & design

● Improve search functionalities

● Promote open culture & stimulate (re-)use

● Build partnerships within and beyond our network
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5 fully curated Thematic Collections 

Thematic Collections
CC BY-SA

Art, Music, Fashion, Photography, 1914-1918
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3 semi-curated thematic collections 

Thematic Collections
CC BY-SA

Pilot project (July - September 2017):

• Maps and Geography

• Natural History

• Sport
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What our users think

Thematic Collections
CC BY-SA

Initial findings show that all thematic collections (both 

automated and curated) are more engaging than the 

generic Europeana portal. 

Curated Collections produce the best results:
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Let me show you what we’ve got

Thematic Collections
CC BY-SA

The case of ‘Photography’
photography.europeana.eu

Basque children 

revel in the sun at 

Clapton, 1937

Alfieri -

TopFoto.co.uk

In Copyright





Editorial 

features

Fratelli Alinari / Alinari Archives – In Copyright























Climb on boulder for exercise in La Saxe, 1912

Giotto Dainelli

SGI/ICCU - In copyright



Emigrants at Ellis Island

Bibliothèque Nationale de France

Public Domain

New collection:

Migration



Diverse sources & materials 

Partners migration 
museums

broader 
cultural 
heritage 

institutions

User-
generated 

content



Born on a Scottish Island became a popular 

music hall artist in Spain. ' La Yanqui ', 1926
Topfoto.co.uk - In Copyright

Princess Douri Shevar, the ex Caliph's only daughter, is 

now in Switzerland. 15 March 1924
TopFoto.co.uk - In Copyright



SafeMultilingual

Versa
tile

Open/clear 
right 

statements

Inspiring
Self-

learning

Top-
notch Tools

Why give 

Europeana a go?



A father and son reunited after the fall of Bilbao, 1937

Topfoto.co.uk
In Copyright

Europeana for 

education pros



Curated 
datasets > 

Open 
Educational 
Resource

Euroclio / 
Historiana

Tools, 
Apps

MOOCs, 
Webinars

APIs

Education 
community 

> 
advocacy

Crowd and 

match 

funding for 

innovative 

projects





• The user uploads a 
photo which is 
automatically 
segmented into 
different fashion 
items 

• Visual styles, found 
in Europeana
Collections or 
provided by the 
user, are blended
with the segments 

• Result: a new image 
which can then be 
downloaded and 
shared



• IIIF Presentation 
and Image APIs 
used to gather 
inputs on: 

– image 
recognition

– automatic 
tagging

– colour analysis

– finding similar 
images





“I like the ready curated Exhibitions and even the small 

posts on Facebook or the Europeana blog. These 

materials only need to be adapted and linked to up to 

date problems and the learning scenario is ready.” 

Gymnast

Heinrich Hamann,

Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe 

Hamburg. CCO



“I used Europeana to connect students’ prior 

knowledge, life experience and personal life 

with our learning goals.”

4 boys during geography class

Martí Massafont Costals

Ajuntament de Girona. CC BY-NC-ND



Go, explore, …
Christmas play, 1934

Lithuanian Museums 

Public Domain



sofie.taes@arts.kuleuven.be

photography.europeana.eu

www.photoconsortium.net

@PhotoConsortium

… and give us a shout!

French championships – the speaker, 1921.

Agence de presse Meurisse. 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. Public Domain



Thank you!

Sevilla.

Collection Tomás Sanz

FEDAC: Archivo de Fotografía Histórica de 

Canarias (BVPB). In Copyright


