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From repository to community: Thematic Collections
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Women’s gymnastics in Agnete
Bertrams sports school, 1920s
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Our road with Europeana
KU Leuven & Photoconsortium: co-curating the treasury
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Let’s get physical
The new heritage experience

Woman with long red hair reading a 
book. Coloured mezzotint



Transmedia storytelling
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• divergent media converging: complementary forces 
• widening the community
• enhancing the physical heritage experience
• incentive to engage
• more opportunities for interaction
• ° personal relationship > commitment
• future strategy for common care

Helsinki – June 5th 2019
CC BY-SA



3 paths of exploration 
(2019-2020) 

• Policy

Europeana Common 
Culture

• Enrichment

Kaleidoscope

• User 
engagement

WeAre#EuropeForCulture
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WeAre#EuropeForCulture
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• co-creation with local partner 
• workshop with local community (QANDR)
• mix into one narrative 
• transformation to virtual exhibition (MuPop)
• induce user interaction

> multi-layered and multi-focal storytelling as the crux of the 
heritage experience
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WeAre#EuropeForCulture

https://www.photoconsortium.net/europeforculture/

https://www.photoconsortium.net/europeforculture/


WeAre#EuropeForCulture

The project is about realizing 10 co-creation events and 

10 exhibitions in various cities across Europe + a final 

event in Brussels in February 2020. 

Members of Photoconsortium are involved to realize the 

event at their premises:

Budapest Pisa

Sofia Basel

Amsterdam Girona
Hämeenlinna Vilnius

Krakow Nicosia

Brussels

✓

✓



WeAre#EuropeForCulture

Sofia

Sofia

Budapest

Budapest

April in Budapest

May in Sofia





Europeana Common Culture
& storytelling
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• implement semantic enrichment
• improve metadata
• co-creating stories with 20+ partners
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King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth return from their Royal 
tour of Canada and the USA
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50s in Europe – Kaleidoscope
& storytelling

REACH – Coventry University
CC BY-SA

• storytelling on Europeana & WITH
• thematic focus > user interaction / 

participation
• user-sourced enrichment
• > re-appropriation of heritage
• heritage <> ‘inheritor’ 
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Screen with hand browsing 
through a book 

Nuts & bolts
Storytelling with digital cultural heritage > qué?



How to?
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• Curator + reader
• > digital object, metadata, text + memory, reference framework 
• the exceptional + the familiar
• > dialogue
• ! Importance of narrative / interaction rhythm
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What’s in it for you/us?
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• understanding of cross-fertilization of curation, innovation and 
education

• meaningful practices in conservation and dissemination of 
cultural heritage

• developing heritage community hubs
• identifying social conventions, traditions, ideals
• > bringing the past into the present
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What’s in it for me?
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• The beast

o millions of objects… 

o removed from historical context 

o technical limits to searching

• The beauty

o millions of objects!

o immediate assessments 

▪ reuse 

▪ size

▪ quality 

o multiple search strategies

▪ query 

▪ browse

▪ intuitive linking

▪ filters & facets
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Missing you
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WeAre#EuropeForCulture Guests at a New Year's Eve party, Germany 1930s
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sofie.taes@kuleuven.be


