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Goals

Enabling users to engage

with Europeana content of 

the Fifties 
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In this era people on both sides of 

the East-West divide started to

rebuild their lives after the war



Aspirations
Anxieties
Fears
Hope

• How did people in the fifties see

themselves? 

• Can you see their aspirations and 

fears in photographic testimony? 

• How were the Fifties canonized ? 

• Do we have to revisit our 

established view of the Fifties after 

the fall of the Iron Curtain? 
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In the eye of graphic artist Ted Benoit
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• Is there a “look & feel” of the Fifties? 

• Did iconic images influence our perception and 
memory of the Fifties?

• How deep was the East/West divide? 

• Was lifestyle similar across Western Europe? 

• If so, can we translate this “look & feel” into image 
properties we can identify algorithmically?

• Will that enable us to set apart Fifties photography 
collections?

• Can this help to enrich collections with semi-automated 
metadata?

Visual Identity
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Marilyn Monroe 1952. Portrait session Earl Theisen

Paul Anka performs at Linnanmäellä, August 1959 

– UA Saarinen / Finnish Heritage Agency. In 

Copyright.



Visual 
identity

We want to look into 
cultural 

encoding/decoding in day-
to-day life and practices 

(~Stuart Hall)
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Cultural Studies



Immigrants Arriving 27th May 1956: Immigrants from the West Indies arriving by ship at Southampton Docks, Hampshire. 
Original Publication: Picture Post - 8405 - Thirty Thousand Colour Problems - pub. 1956
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Created:27th May 1956

Format:Photograph / Image Copyright:© Haywood Magee/Picture Post/Getty Images/Stringer

Held by Getty ImagesShelfmark:3402587
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To the land of 

promise, May 

1954 / 

TopFoto.co.uk. 

In Copyright
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Digital Humanities

Lev Manovich, SelfieCity



Objectives

• Implement an intelligent visual 

similarity search that integrates and 

complements the Europeana Core 

Service functionality, applying state-

of-the-art deep learning techniques

on a training photo collection

• Afterwards, the trained models will be 

applied to predefined collections and 

queries and on real life scenes, to be 

matched with images from the 

collections

15 Kaleidoscope - INEA/CEF/ICT/A2017/1568496



Kaleidoscope - INEA/CEF/ICT/A2017/156849616



Education

• Publication of stories, 

collections and quality pictures 

which will be available for re-

use and for dissemination and 

education tools; in particular 

the project will develop a 

MOOC to educate the 

educators about the potential 

of Europeana for either formal 

and informal teaching and 

learning
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Methodology 
AI
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We want to capture the visual identity of 
the Fifties in East and Western Europe as 
it was established through photography

We are looking for stereotypical concepts 
that can be translated in an algorithmic 
definition

For this, we gathered collections of sample 
photographs from our photography partners 
as well as connaisseurs

We tried to detect similarities and grouped 
images in sets

These sets are now trained with deep 
learning algorithms
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Influencers?
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