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AGGREGATION

● the act of putting together 
different items, amounts, etc. into 
a single group or total (Oxford)

● the collecting of units or parts 
into a mass or whole 
(Mirriam-Webster)

Europe - National Library of Israel - Public Domain.



Discover more than 50+ 
million cultural heritage 
objects on the Europeana 
website.

https://www.europeana.eu

EUROPEANA

https://www.europeana.eu/en


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KPyiGVVcHEdQT9t0M3baXKxvAbuFZxHo/preview


EUROPEANA CONTENT BY MEDIA TYPE

Source: https://metis-statistics.europeana.eu/en/data/type

https://metis-statistics.europeana.eu/en/data/type%5C


HIGH QUALITY DATA

53% 72% 73%

HIGH QUALITY AND 
REUSABLE CONTENT

HIGH QUALITY 
CONTENT

HIGH QUALITY 
METADATA



DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

Digital transformation is both the process and the result 
of using digital technology to transform how an 
organisation operates and delivers value. It helps an 
organisation to thrive, fulfil its mission and meet the needs 
of its stakeholders. It enables cultural heritage institutions 
to contribute to the transformation of a sector powered 
by digital and a Europe powered by culture.

Europe - National Library of Israel - Public Domain.



METADATA & CONTENT

● Digital cataloguing to 
capture metadata

● Digitising objects

DIGITISATION

Digitize - Museum für Naturkunde - (c) Thomas Rosenthal



OUR LIFEBLOOD

● Dublin Core
● Marc21
● LIDO
● EAD
● EFG data model
● ABCDE
● Darwin Core
● …

METADATA



EUROPEANA 
DATA 
MODEL
(EDM)

METADATA



EDM …

… connecting the data 
about an object with the 
object

METADATA



METADATA

EDM …

… connecting objects 
and entities and the data 
about objects and 
entities 

(Representation of two 
works related to the 
Mona Lisa)



27 NATIONAL 
AGGREGATORS

AGGREGATORS



13 DOMAIN & 
THEMATIC 
AGGREGATORS

AGGREGATORS



AGGREGATION

…IN A NUTSHELL



Harvest by Ring, L.A. - 1885 - National Gallery of Denmark, Denmark - CC0.

EUROPEANA 
PUBLISHING 
FRAMEWORK (EPF)



THE MORE YOU GIVE - THE MORE YOU GET

The Europeana Publishing Framework highlights the importance 
of data quality and advocates for improvements to metadata and 
content.

It defines how the quality of the metadata and content you 
provide affects how we can surface, showcase and promote it on 
the Europeana website. 

It reflects how others can view, share and work with it.

EUROPEANA PUBLISHING FRAMEWORK

https://pro.europeana.eu/post/publishing-framework


EUROPEANA PUBLISHING FRAMEWORK

CONTENT 
TIERS

THE MORE YOU GIVE..
● Direct links to 

high-quality media
● Licences that are as 

open as possible



EUROPEANA PUBLISHING FRAMEWORK

METADATA 
TIERS

THE MORE YOU GIVE..
● Rich metadata 

including keywords
● Links to Linked 

Open Data 
vocabularies

● Language tags



…THE MORE YOU GET

● Exhibitions, galleries
● Reuse in education, research, creative industries
● Social media outreach
● Inclusion on Wikimedia articles

IN TERMS OF REACH, USE AND DISSEMINATION



IMAGE QUALITY

● High resolution
● Open licence

CONTENT



IMAGE QUALITY

● High resolution
● Open licence

CONTENT



● Good titles & 
descriptions

● Titles & 
descriptions in 
multiple languages

● Entities in the data

METADATA

METADATA QUALITY



ENTITY 
COLLECTION

● Subject
● Type
● Agent
● Organisation
● …

METADATA



HIGH QUALITY DATA

53% 72% 73%

HIGH QUALITY AND 
REUSABLE CONTENT

HIGH QUALITY 
CONTENT

HIGH QUALITY 
METADATA

Tier 3+ content Tier 2+ content Tier A+ metadata



Harvest by Ring, L.A. - 1885 - National Gallery of Denmark, Denmark - CC0.

DATA SPACE AND 
3D CONTENT IN 
EUROPEANA 



A common European data space for cultural 
heritage helps our content to be widely 
accessible to more individuals, businesses 
and other sectors, finding ever-increasing 
uses in creative industries, research, 
education, tourism and more.

The deployment of the Common European 
data space for cultural heritage is led by 
Europeana Foundation in collaboration with 
a consortium of 18 partners from nine EU 
countries. 

The data space for cultural heritage builds 
on the Europeana Digital Service 
Infrastructure (Europeana DSI) from 
mid-2015 to mid-2022 and the Europeana 
Strategy 2020-2025.

DATA SPACE FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/europeana-dsi
https://pro.europeana.eu/page/europeana-dsi
https://pro.europeana.eu/page/strategy-2020-2025-summary
https://pro.europeana.eu/page/strategy-2020-2025-summary


COMMON DATA SPACE FOR 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

“Digitise in 3D all monuments and sites (at risk) and 50% of all 
monuments and sites that are most visited”

“Member States should …support and raise 
awareness of Europeana among the general 
public and particularly in the education sector 
and  schools”

“All public funding for future digitisation 
…should be made conditional upon making 
digitised content available in Europeana and 
the data space”

RECOMMENDATIONS       RECOMMENDATIONS



● Currently 5,800+
3D objects in Europeana

● 40+ Cultural Heritage 
Institutions

● Representing 14 
EU countries

3D CONTENT

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fdpubCe0vfS0HCNlSfwwLvLXpG-ea3pn/preview


● Europeana Foundation together with CARARE, TIME MACHINE and 
INCEPTION will work together to

○ Source and aggregate 3D content for the data space through a 
campaign engaging with domain, national aggregators and other data 
partners

○ Develop capacity in the form of guidance and trainings 
○ Review the Europeana Publishing Framework and the Europeana Data 

Model to support the provision of 3D

● A 3D working group will be launched in the coming month to foster 
synergies within the network on the topic

WORK OF THE DS ON 3D



Intermediate and Indicative 
targets for content contribution 
to Europeana and the Data 
Space per Member State 

*Annex EC 2021/7953 Recommendation on a 
Common European Data Space

FUTURE OF 3D IN EUROPEANA



3D DOCUMENTATION UPDATES

● Updated the Europeana Publishing Guide by adding guidance on the minimum 
requirements for 3D content, including a clear definition for a 3D object, and the 
technical criteria for reaching each tier as for all other content types.

○ Content tier 0 (not compliant to the Europeana Publishing Framework): 
Records where the main digital resource is a 2D image or a pdf 

○ Content tier 1: A record that has a valid landing page

○ Content tier 2: A record that  has at least one ‘good’ media resource (that is 
not a 2D image or PDF)

○ Content tier 3 / 4: A record for which rights statements allow at least reuse 
with conditions (on top of content tier 2 requirements)

⇒ these requirements are also implemented in Metis



         DATA SPACE PROJECTS



pro.europeana.eu

@EuropeanaEU

Figural Scene in South Italian Landscape by Marko ml., Karol - Slovak national gallery, Slovakia - Public Domain.

https://pro.europeana.eu/
https://pro.europeana.eu/
https://twitter.com/europeanaeu
https://twitter.com/europeanaeu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode

