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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13zV2zdJTVQ


e-Archive - Schnitzelbank 
For the protection of an essential part of the UNESCO intangible 
cultural heritage Basel Carnival

Vera Chiquet, Christian Weber, Peter Fornaro Tuesday, 8.11.2022



Basel Carnival
Overview

● Dates back to at least the 14th century
● 72 hours 
● Inscribed in 2017 on the UNESCO Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
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Pictures: Basel Tourismus



Basel Carnival
What is a “Schnitzelbank”

● Written in verse in dialect (Baseldeutsch) and are recited.
● About the grievances and events of the past year.
● Zeedel (paper snippets)
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Basel Carnival
Motivation for a digital archive

● 100 years Schnitzelbank-Comité (founded 1921)
● Unique cultural treasure 
● Increase of data 
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Basel Carnival
The project

● Private-public partnership
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Web-Archive

Implementation

Broad Network specific Experts
- Software Developer
- Graphics Designer
- Curator for User Experience
- Long Term Archiving Specialist
- Expert in Standards
- Committee of the Schnitzelbank Basel
- Project Management
- Private and Public Funders
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Web-Archive

Front End I 
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https://www.schnitzelbankbasel.ch/
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Web-Archive

Front End II 



Web-Archive

Combination of Archiv, Living Archive and Information Website
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Web-Archive

Search Options
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Challenges and Solutions
Dialect
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Challenges and Solutions
Form and material
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Challenges and Solutions
The pragmatic metadata schema of the archive 
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All verses are to be understood in the light of their respective political-social 
background as a source of their time. Not only humour but also the general use 
of language, dominate perspectives and socio-cultural understanding are 
subject to the historical context: people today find other things funny and 
appropriate than ten, twenty or even a hundred years ago. And vice versa: what 
was once considered fun may seem platitudinous or out of place today.

The danger is that the contemporary witnesses become rare.
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See you at the Basel Carnival!
27.02. - 01.03.2023


