
An update from meemoo
Digitisation, facial recognition and knowledge sharing



Service provision

Digitisation, digital archiving and management of archival materials

Make content accessible and usable

Actively gather and share expertise on digital archive operations 

Advise on digital heritage processes



Collaboration
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These figures are from 31 December 2024.

Content partners in 
culture, media and government



1. Digitisation, digital archiving and 
management of archival materials



Glass plate digitisation
Preliminary phase - photo digitisation in 
Flanders
● 2019-2020: research into the photo 

collections, state of digitisation, needs, ..
● 2021:10 proposals for photo digitisation, 

including one for glass plates

The GIVE-glass plates project (06/2021 - 12/2023)

180.260 glass plates - glass neg and pos, 
stereoneg/pos, lantern slides

From 33 content partners - heritage libraries, 
museums, archives, government 

organisations

https://meemoo.be/en/publications/report-phase-2-of-our-photo-research




3D digitisation

2021-2023: 3D digitisation of 19 
‘Flemish Masterpieces’, 134 
sculptures (as part of the 
GIVE-project)

2024-2025: 3D digitisation of 
minimum 150 collection items from 
Flemish museums (as part of the 
regular service provision)

https://meemoo.be/en/projects/give-coordinated-initiative-for-flemish-heritage-digitisation
https://meemoo.be/en/projects/give-coordinated-initiative-for-flemish-heritage-digitisation


In figures

> 550,000
audiovisual 
carriers transferred 
to our archive 
system

260
helpdesk queries
answered
in 2024

> 200,000
user accounts at The 
Archive for Education at 
end of 2023-2024 
academic year

184
content partners

> 18,000
free downloads 
from artinflanders.be 
in 2024

8,2 million
objects in our 
archive system

> 3,000
requests on 
hetarchief.be in 2024

30
trainings and other 
events for cultural, 
media and 
government 
organisations in 2024

All these figures except for education are from 31 December 2024.



2. Make content accessible and 
usable



5 years, 5 projects
FAME, GIVE, Shared AI, Visual Name Authority and Hermes

How AI Became Our Metadata Wizard to 
Create and Enrich Metadata

Face recognition applied to a photo of actor Josse De Pauw and dancer Fumiyo Ikeda (ca. 1979), Michiel Hendryckx, CC0



FAME: Researching AI potential at 
meemoo
2020 - 2022



GIVE: implementation of AI at scale

→ Facial recognition (FAME!) 
→ Speech recognition 
→ Named entity recognition

Build or buy?
Evaluation based on
● Requirements

○ Functional
○ Practical
○ Legal / Ethical

● Market evaluation
○ Quality
○ Cost

Face recognition

Speech Recognition Entity Recognition

MetadataVideo/Audio

Linked-data
Search platform

06/2021 - 12/2023

BUILD

BUILD

BUY BUY



Unknown faces? Archivist to the rescue

Output Face Recogntion Shared Reference Set

Steve Stevaert
Politicus
Wikidata: Q1234

Joke Devynck
Actrice
Wikidata: Q5678

Fauyaza Talhaoui
Politica
Wikidata: Q1011

AMSAB 
Archive

Flemish 
Parliament 

Archive

Mathijs Scheepers
Acteur
Wikidata: Q3389

clustering 
unidentified 

faces

Human-in-the-loop



GIVE: reference set management

A shared reference set was created 
to manage all detected and 
identified people.

Our contentpartners can consult 
AI-generated metadata in their 
material in the same platform. 

We enriched some 88,000 video 
files - or 124.000 hours of material 



Shared AI: AI for media organisations

10/2023 - 12/2024
● Building on the results of GIVE for media organisations
● Continuation of the discussion on privacy and ethics

Archive materials of 

10 mediapartners

290.000 

detected faces

90.000 hours
of audio and video

5.690.000
entities recognised 
and linked to 
Wikidata

833.900

   3.7 million

   1.1 million



Visual Name Authority - scaling up shared 
reference set management

Expanding the existing 
reference set with …
● more (authority) 

metadata and face 
crops

● for more organisations in 
Flanders and Belgium

● create more use case 
scenarios for our 
partners

09/2023 - 08/2026
Aggregation of existing 
person name authorities

Shared reference set 
with crops



Hermes: encouraging media reuse

Three tracks
1. Rights and public availability
2. An easy exchange of archival material
3. A flexible framework for AI services and …

● let users edit AI-generated metadata
● reorganisation of AI-infrastructure: incorporate new technologies
● facial recognition for photographic content
● explore voice recognition and audio classification, generation of 

summaries

2024 - 2026



Interested in more? Read our publication!

Metadata creation and enrichment using artificial intelligence at meemoo
Bart Magnus, Matthias Priem, Nastasia Vanderperren, Peter Vanden Berghe, Ellen Van Keer and Rony Vissers
Journal of Digital Media Management, 13 (2), 110-123 (2025)
https://doi.org/10.69554/NGFF5280

https://doi.org/10.69554/NGFF5280


3. Actively gather and share expertise 
on digital archive operations



Context: meemoo shared 
guidelines for 3D preservation, the 
last update was made in 2016 
→ in need for an serious update! 

Approach:
1. State of the art - international 

survey and literature review (D1)
2. Deep dive into formats
3. Consolidate the available 

solutions into clear guidelines for 
3D preservation

Research project: guidelines for the 
preservation of 3D objects

Does your organisation have a preservation plan?

https://www.projectcest.be/w/images/20250331_3D-preservering_D1_State-of-the-art.pdf


Axelle Vanmaele
Axelle.vanmaele@meemoo.be


